
itEPOHT OF 2 .. STOH TO UNITED EV,,NGELIC,.,L CHUHCH 

FOh THE YEt.R 1 9 5 2 

w·n... h 1 ,ut.;n toy o.noko, they saw the gory of th<.:, Lord" 
-·: (, quote this word from Luke 9: 3 2, in which chapter w,.~ find t!k 

story of the Transfigur-1.tion of Christ, to illustnte that one must be::: 
fully aw1.ke and aware to ur1dcrstand and tv "see" the Lord Jesus Christ. 
f-os$ibly that is why we do not have a deep enough experirnco of Him for 
we may not be fully awo..ko spirltun.lly. '1,'le need to be '.lWO.rG of the 
power and the sufficioncy of our Lord, after whom wo are named. 

TherE:: is so much d:-i.nger in a larger Church, lik(., ours, to pay 
too much stress on f~cts and figures and not enough on spirit. Out
wardly wo h3.ve had a fairly good y&ar. ,-:~ paid our ~xpenses with an 
incomE- of over $13 ,000 . 00 nnd .a balance of over }2300.00. Our income 
for benevolences and missions has 3.g'ai.n bevn pitifully small amounting 
to only somewhat over '..~1200 .00. This shows a lack of responsibility 
toward the larger work o.f the Church. · ff... took in over ~a1,ooo.oo f0r 
our Building Fund and norr h,:,_ve at hand .somewhn.t over $90,000 .00. Our 
work went on in the v.:i.rious or['anizations and We.. th:mk one and 3.11 of 
the officers, the care-t.::.kor, the Church S8cretary, the help0rs with 
th~ mailings and the Choirs with the minister of music and the organist. 
But we dare not fe~l satisfied, for as soon as we feel that we h2ve 
done :tll we could - ·•,hich isn I t really true - then wu go to sleep. 

I would like to put th0 p~stor's official figures on a different 
plane. this ye<J.r. He could baptiz .... 133 children, but how many of the 
f3.ffiilies remain in vital connection with the Church? Our Cradle Roll 
ho.s beE::n doing a fine: follow-up job. ThE. Sunday School attendance has 
beE:n up to about :m averc.go of 70 pe:r cent of enrollment. But still 3.S 

A congregation, wo do not tnkc our work in Christian Educ,ticm seriously 
enough . Through confirmc.tion and confession of faith w0 WE-.re able to 
receive fifty-two new members into the Church, but we do not h:we 
enrmv,h help to follon up those WG take in and we lose so m!lny, which is 
tragic . '7e lost about forty members through death. The pastor had 
about thirty woddings of people connected with the Church. 2415 pcoplc 
communed this past ycc.r, o. decided drop in attendance that is a dcfinitE: 
CJ.use for concern. :1.re -r:e not inter8sted in this fellowship vrith the 
Lord? i1egular services -vr-:.rc conducted and church '.l.ttond3.nce w2s fair, 
but we still do not measure up to the standard of '.l. Church-going con
gregation . The. ?astor made 2bout 2000 calls in the various homos of 
th6 congregation and h~d about 400 come to the Parsonage for consul
tation; but we need a Church whose members ar~ interested in vital 
fellowship and visitation. 

Here are a few suggestions that might ht::lp us to be more 
vitally aware of our responsibility and not only our privilege in call
ing upon the Church for its VRrious ministrations. 
1. ··;e need to have a Biblo study and prayer group, to seriously f1.cc . 

the will of God and to ask strength to carry it out. 
2. -·le need worship with reverence and regul-:l.r Church 2tt1;;ndancc . 
3. -ve need to feel our rcsponsibili ty as a Church tow::i.rd our community , 

Our attendance at Lenton 3ervicas is not up to par. h visitation 
would be helpful. 'Je drop peoplG too easily from our ~nvelope and 
'!11..;mbcrship list, instc::>.d of tryir.g to see them. The pastor cannot 
do it ~11. ie n~vd to make arrangements for our 80th Anniv0rsary 
in th~ fall of 1953. Christ must come first in all of our planning . 

Sincerely ~ours, 

1\t v ~. ~~l1.,vv---


